Our Time
	Good afternoon class of 2017, family, and friends. Today is a day which we celebrate to honor ourselves, our achievements, and our aspirations for the future. 2017 was a year of many trials and tribulations for all of us, yet we somehow managed to pull through until the end, and I am thrilled to see you all here today. We did it. There were times, as I'm sure there were for all of you, when we just wanted to give up. Yet, giving up is not in our nature. It has been instilled into our minds by teachers, parents, and mentors to never take no for an answer and to always do our very best to succeed. That is what makes us who we are. As a class and as a family. 
	Together, we've accomplished so much to be proud of: having one of the best marching bands in the nation, supporting some of the brightest minds for future generations, and finally beating Barron in the catfish bowl. 
	As we go off into the world, we'll be leaving behind what seems to have been a part of us for our whole lives. No more leaving for school before the sun is up, no more football games on Friday nights, and no more spontaneous trips to Hibachi after school. We’ll no longer see the same faces we grew up with in our classes, nor will we complain about the same teachers’ homework assignments together. Leaving all of this behind may appear daunting, yet I have the utmost faith in all of us to take these memories and experiences with us wherever we may end up. 
	What appears as an end of an era only opens the door to a new age for us- one where we may thrive in discovering who we are and what our passions are, while making a few mistakes along the way. It is with this idea that I would like to say thank you to all of you who have made us who we are. This is our time, our time to truly be great. 

